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Fantastical Flora and Fauna of the Hudson River
Grace Overpass Windows at Tarrytown’s Metro-North Station   
Work by Holly Sears is MTA Arts for Transit’s Latest Installation 
A major new artwork by Holly Sears entitled “Hudson River Explorers” now graces the overpasses at MTA Metro-North Railroad’s Tarrytown train station, punctuating a two-year, $39 million reconstruction project there.

Commissioned by MTA Arts for Transit and Urban Design, the work depicts flora and fauna of the Hudson River in a style that is magically realistic, but grounded in naturalism. The plants and animals depicted in the panels are mostly native species, many threatened or endangered, although there also is an array of exotic visitors to this watery realm. 

 “We are thrilled to add Holly Sears’ work to the MTA’s extensive permanent public art collection,” said MTA Chairman Joseph J. Lhota. ”This new project enhances the Tarrytown station and will make public transportation even more appealing for commuters and occasional riders.”

“MTA Arts for Transit has turned the Hudson Line into an open air museum,” said Metro-North President Howard Permut.  He cited works by Joy Taylor at Peekskill, Liliana Porter and Ana Tiscornia at Scarborough, Joseph Cavalieri at Philipse Manor, Barbara Segal at Yonkers,  Robert Goodnough at Ossining  and Dennis Oppenheim at Riverdale. “Our customers love it.” 

Sears, of Brooklyn, painted 11 luminous oils inspired by the river’s majesty and informed by the region’s rich history of discovery.  They were translated into laminated glass panels by Tom Patti Design, a fabrication studio in Pittsfield, MA.

“Hudson River Explorers” features six above-water and five underwater riverscapes, each populated by groups of creatures including:  bobcat and common cat, polar bears and black bears, white-tailed deer, ducks, shad, seahorse and sturgeon, hawks and owls, herons and swallows, and more.

Sears’ original oil paintings for “Hudson River Explorers” will be the subject of a special exhibition at the nearby Hudson River Museum in Yonkers from June 9 through October 13, 2012. 

Metro-North offers a one-day Getaway to the Hudson River Museum. Take the Hudson Line to the Glenwood Station and it’s a short walk to the Museum, which is open Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. There are galleries devoted to American art from the 19th century to the present; Glenview, a  historic river home, the Hudson Riverama, a permanent gallery devoted to the environment of the Hudson and its shores; and, The Bookstore, the only permanent installation by Pop Artist Red Grooms on view in New York. The package includes discounted rail fares and admission.  Click here for details.  
“I hope that these scenes will in some way help instill an awareness of, and sensitivity to, the natural world,” Sears said.  “The inclusion of exotic species in this local geography enhances interest in the native species and speaks to the possibility of our dreams and imagination.”

Holly Sears was born and raised in the mountains of southwestern Virginia. She received a BFA

and an MFA in painting and lithography from Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond. Sears moved to Brooklyn, NY in the early 1980’s where she continues to live, work, and explore the waters in and around the city, and considers herself a New Yorker.

Sears' work has been exhibited in New York City and New York State, throughout the US, as well as the UK and Israel, and commercial galleries.

Since 1985, MTA Arts for Transit and Urban Design has commissioned public art that touches the lives of millions of city-dwellers as well as national and international visitors. As the MTA rehabilitates the subway and commuter rail stations in New York City and its suburbs through its Capital Programs, it uses a portion of the funds for the installation of permanent works of art.  To date, Arts for Transit has installed 230 artworks that create unique visual links to neighborhoods that echo the architectural history and design context of the individual stations. Both well-established and emerging artists contribute to a growing collection of works that utilize the materials of the system—mosaic, ceramic, tile, bronze, steel, and glass.  

“Hudson River Explorers” marks the 25th installed artwork in the Metro-North system. The station was rebuilt as part of the MTA Capital Program with funding provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  

For more on MTA Arts for Transit and Urban Design, visit mta.info/art
Sears’ artwork has been added to the Meridian Arts for Transit app so that travelers can have the art collection in the palm of their hand.  The app includes links to the more than 230 permanent art projects installed throughout the MTA system.
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