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Poems Without Words 
Janna Watson - new paintings 

 
Kenise Barnes Fine Art is honored to present a solo exhibition of new paintings by Janna Watson. Watson 
is a conceptual painter based in Toronto, Canada. Poems Without Words is Watson’s fourth solo 
exhibition with the gallery who has included Watson in eight other exhibitions and placed her work in 
numerous private collections. The gallery has represented the artist since 2017. 
 
Through her practice, Watson works to reframe spirituality into objects that reflect fluidity, agility, and joy. 
She communicates this through a queering of the painterly process, into one that is diversely applied, 
gestural, and multi-oriented. Janna intentionally forgoes the use of borders on her paintings to create a 
sense of the infinite, and the inherent vulnerability of a spirituality that is not contained by a canon. 

Janna Watson’s compositions and color choices are both careful and spontaneous, each gesture evoking 
an unstated emotional response. The paintings are generous passages of vivid color with swooping buttery 
paint strokes, and calligraphic marks floating on fields of saturated color. They are not spare, but they have 
an implied economy of language, each gesture gathered towards the others with an unseen gravitational 
force coalescing into a graceful equilibrium.  

Part of the exhilaration I acquire from painting is being able to see shifts within myself manifested into a 
physical reality. The most truthful form of expression I have found in my life thus far has been the abstract 
language of painting.  – Janna Watson, 2025 

Janna Watson’s work is widely exhibited internationally including in Canada, the United States and Taiwan. 
Watson’s paintings can be found in significant collections including Google, Air Canada, TD Bank Financial 
Group, Toronto, CIBC, Toronto, Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Toronto, HBC Global Art Collection, New York, to name 
a few. Watson earned a BFA in Drawing and Painting from Ontario College of Art and Design University, 
Toronto. 
 
Please contact Lani Ming Holloway, Associate Director, Lani@kbfa.com, 860 560 3085 with inquires or to 
arrange a preview of the exhibition. 
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